[image: image1.jpg]GAZETTE

By Debra L. Solomon

Berwyn resident, Dr. Kathleen Harrison,
bas taken on the worthy and compassionate.
mission of helping HIV patients in Kenya.
A former scientst, academic and genctic
consuliant at Loyola’s Stritch School_of
Medicine and Columbia University in New
York, Dr. Harsison said that her life changed
drastially when she traveled to Africa and

s how many people, especially women and
children, were dying from AIDS. She founded
Project Harambee and now devotes most of
her time to increasing awareness and helping
1o improve the lives of those who have been
affected by HIV

Exen affer traveling to Kenya three times,
she stated, “1 never exactly wanted 10 go to
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“My heart was broken. A therapist might
say “that’s not your problem’s but if 1 am

wearing a $400 pair of earrings while a
mother hasn't got 75 to. bury her dead
child, it damn well is my problem,” said Dr.
Harrison

“Our feclings call us o action. But I am ot
an Oprah, a Bono, or a Bill Gates. [ am not
2 persan of power or influence; 1 do not have
Linge ambitions or even a clear tnderstanding
of the big picture in poliics and economics.
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were Tucky enough to escape infection at
birth, they arc at great risk of geting it
through breast milk. That was 100 hard to
sce, and 1 didn't know if Td be able 10 stay in
Kenyaafer that, But | did. Thisstory must be:
told,” she said.

D Harrison photographs her experiences
in Kenya in hopes that the photos will help
raise awareness. “The photos. should be
spread around so that people can sec... The
women are just like us. ‘They have names,
lives, amilies, hopes and dreams. An accident
of birth has put them where they are. It could
e yous it could be me.”

in Loyola journals and are on display a
the Berwyn Public Libray. In 2004, she
took pictures of many Kenyan women and
children. Upon & return wip to Kenya in
2005, she brought back the prints o show the
wwomen there; with much sadness, she learncd
that all the women in the photographs had
died.

As part of Project Harambee, medical/seminary students from Loyola and Uni-
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versity Park Universities (Back row: Justin List, Mark Hakanson, Kafhy Hakansor

Lisa Dunning, Andrew Loehrer. Front row: Jaime Sus, Tori Parks) are foining
Dr. Kathleen Harrison in volunteering their fime this spring to fravel fo Kenya
for three weeks fo teach HIV prevention, nutrfion and prenafal care fo HIV +

women, and fo help children and famili
Photo courfesy of Dr. Kathleen Harrison

Project Harambee (Swahili for “all pull
together”), is a non-profit organzation. Dr
Harrison has done this work independendy
and receives o compensation. She employs
the use of volunteers 1o accomplish the
humanitarian mission.

e afocte by HIV.

When she returned from her earier rips to
 Kenya, Dr. Harrison said she knew she had
10 do something “T remember the group of
Law students in Chicago who started looking
at death penaly conviction, call for DNA
testing, and ended up_ radically changing
the legal system in Ilinois and other states. 1
thought that if students could do that, there
must be a group of students somewhere who
could help me give these poor women an
opportunity to fecd their children.
With the help of Loola’s Dr. Mine Cihar,
who specializes in Microcconomics, the

||




